WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . ^A communication system comprising: 
aVommunications network; 

a terminal connected to the communications network; 

a menage database which is connected to the communications network and which 
stores messages^ncluding at least one of images, texts, sounds and combinations thereof; 

a transmitter for reading out a message from the message database and transmitting the 

message to the terminal; 

a display Redisplaying the message transmitted to the terminal by the transmitter; 

a storage for \oring a parameter which indicates an amount of messages transmitted to 
the terminal; 

an adder for increasing a value of the parameter as the message is displayed on the 

display; 

a detector for detecting whett 
message displayed on the displaV an| 

a stop means for preventing the value of the parameter from being increased by the 
adder when the detector detects thatW user is not actively recognizing the displayed message. 



etl/er\user of the terminal is actively recognizing the 



2. A communication system according to Claim 1 , further comprising: 

a user database being connected tb the communications network and storing 

characteristics of each user in association with a user ID of the user; 

a transmittal condition database whidh is connected to the communications network and 

which stores, for each message, the characteristics of a class of users to whom it would be 

appropriate to transmit the message, in association with a message ID for identifying that 

message; 

a means for reading out the characteristics rrom the user database based on the user ID 

when the user requests a message; 

a message searcher for retrieving message IDs Wn the transmittal condition database 
based on the characteristics read out from the user database^wherein 
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the transmitter reads out the message identified by the message ID, which is retrieved by 
the message searcher and transmits the message to the terminal. 



3. 



and 



Afcommunication system according to Claim 1, further comprising: 
meajis for offering a good or service to the user through the communications network; 



means tor determining prices of the good or service depending on the value of the 
parameter; and 

means for\ecreasing the value of the parameter when the user orders the good or 

service. 



4. A communication system according to Claim 1 , wherein: 

the detector determines whether the user is actively recognizing the displayed message 
by detecting whether an act^n has bej^i performed on the terminal within a predetermined period 
of time. 

5. A communication systeW according to Claim 1 , further comprising: 
means for displaying a manipulation area for manipulating the displayed message, 

wherein: 

the detector determines whether the user is actively recognizing the displayed message 
by detecting whether the message is manipulated in the manipulation area. 

6. A communication system according to Claim 1 , wherein: 

the detector determines whether theVser is actively recognizing the displayed message 
by detecting whether the user has input an appropriate response to the text in the message. 



7. A communication system according to Claim 1 , wherein: 

the stop means prevents the value of the parameter from being increased by preventing 
the message from being displayed on the display. \ 



44 

communication system according to Claim 1, wherein: 

*e message database has a first message which increases the value of the parameter 
when dispLed on the display, and a second message which does not increase the value of the 
parameter vVhen displayed on the display; and 

the\top means prevents the value of the parameter from being increased by preventing 
the first message from being displayed on the display. 

9. A communication system according to Claim 2, further comprising means for 
connecting to Intekiet, wherein: 

Internet isWther connected to a host computer; and 

the terminalVomprises: 

means for esWhing a first data link to the host computer through the communications 
network and Internet; 

means for establishing a second data link to the transmittal condition database through 

the communications network; and 

means for trmsmiW^ajtW transmittal condition database through the second 

data link. 



10. A communication syst&n /according to Claim 9, wherein: 

the transmitter has a notification means for providing the terminal with information 
which identifies the transmitter wL the terminal requests access to the host computer; and 

the terminal establishes th\first data link with the transmitter using this information, 
and further establishes the second dak link. 

11. A communication system accoWg to Claim 1 , wherein the adder increases the value of 
the parameter when the user inputs a correct answer to a question displayed in the message. 

12. A communication system according Claim 1, further comprising: 

an update information storage which\ connected to the communications network and 
which stores update information being updated independently of the terminal; and 
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for transmitting the update information to the terminal 

n upoaic uinjiiiia"" 11 

a predeter 



update information transmitter 
uned number of times through the communications network. 



13 . A Communication system according to Claim 12, wherem: 
the Redetermined number of times is one; and 

the lateinformationtransmitter has a determination means for determining whe her 
the update infoLonhas already been transmit 

LlionJLd— onmeansdeterminesthattheupdateinformat.onhasnot 
already been transrMtted. 

14 Acon^uni\ionsystemaccordingtoClaiml2,wherein: 

th eupdateinlationtransmi r ^ 
toes theupdateinfo^ 

tunes the up V in ^J se Lhen the update information has not been transmitted 

transmits the update information to^UseA wnen mc P 



■ that user the predetermined numbe| 



ies. 

to 1 " " 



15 A communication system according to Claim 14, wherein: 

' ,„e update information Lsmitter has a comparison means for com P ann g the tune 
which has elapsed since the last tlmission of the update informal wi« a pred—d 

time lapse is longer than the predetermined period of tune. 



16. A communication system composing: 
a communications network; 

a terminal connected to the conunuWations network; 
a message database which is eonnec\d to the —cations network and whrch 
stores messages including at leas, one of imageW sounds and combinations thereof, ,n 

association with a message ID for identifying eacWssage; 

atransmitterforreadingamessageoutofXmessagedatabaseand— mgthe 

message to the terminal; 
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a display for displaying the message transmitted from the transmitter to the terminal; 
a uL database which is connected to the communications network and which stores 
characteristic! of each user of the terminal, in association with a user ID for identifying each 

user; 

a receiver for receiving the user ID from the terminal through the communications 

network; 

a charactktics reader for reading the characteristics from the user database based on 

the user ID receivedW the receiver; and 

a statistics rLrding means for storing the characteristics read out by the characteristics 
reader, in association vL the message ID of the message being displayed on the display by the 
user whose characteristic^ were read out by the characteristics reader. 

17. A communication ^ste^WoVding to Claim 16, wherein: 
the statistics recording mean; "feas a storage; and 

when the user operate^ a me sage\ransmitted to the terminal by the transmitter, the 
storage stores the type of operat\n i| association with the message ID of the message 
transmitted to the terminal. 



18. A communication system atoording to Claim 1 6, wherein: 
the statistics recording means\has a storage; and 

when the user operates a message transmitted to the terminal by the transmitter, the 
storage stores the type of access in assoctyion with the user's characteristics read out by the 
characteristics reader. 



19. A communication system comprising: 
a communications network; 

a terminal connected to the communications network 

a message database which is connected tV the communications network and which 
stores multiple messages in association with respective a message ID for identifying the 
messages, the messages including at least one of ima&s, texts, sounds and combinations thereof; 
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aW database which is connected to the communications network and which stores 
characterises of each user of the terminal in association with respective user ID for identifying 

the users; \ 

a traiWittal condition database which is connected to the communications network and 
which stores, A each message, the characteristics of the class of users to whom it would be 
appropriate to transmit the message , in association with a message ID for that message; 

a receiveribr receiving the user ID of the user from the terminal through the 

communications network; 

a characteristic reader for reading out the characteristics from the user database based 

on the user ID; \ 

a message searchV for retrieving a message ID from the transmittal condition database 

based on the characteristicsVad out from the user database; 

a transmitter for reading out the messages which are associated with the message ID 
retrieved by the message searcL and tranAitting those messages to the terminal; and 

a display for displayingVe^s^i transmitted to the terminal by the transmitter. 

20. A communication system accoWg to Claim 19, further comprising: 

a user ID storage for storing W user ID of users who operate a message transmitted to 

the terminal in association with the message ID of the transmitted message, wherein: 

the transmittal condition databaLtores the message ID in association with other 

message ID of a related message; and \ 

the message searcher searches for tL message on a condition that the user ID storage 
stores the user ID of the user in association wiW the message ID of a related message. 



21. 



A host computer connected to a terminalVrough a communications network 



comprising: 

a transmittal condition database for storing aWssage ID which identifies a message to 
be transmitted to the terminal, the message including a^east one of images, texts, sounds and 

combinations thereof; 

a transmitter for transmitting the message ID readout from the transmittal condition 



database; 

\ a storage for storing a parameter which indicates an amount of access made by a user of 
the terminal to the messages transmitted to the terminal; 

\ an adder for increasing the value of the parameter when a message transmitted by the 
transmitter is displayed on the terminal; 

kdetector for detecting whether the user is actively recognizing a displayed message; 

and \ 

a stdo means for preventing the value of the parameter from being increased when the 
user is not actVely recognizing the displayed message. 

22. A host computer according to Claim 2 1 , wherein: 

the transmittal condition database stores the message ID in association with 
characteristics of the ddass of users to whom it is appropriate to transmit the message, 
the host computer further comprises; 

a user database Yor storing *foe characteristics of each user of the terminal connected to 
the communications network; andJ / 1 

a message searched for reeling the message ID from the transmittal condition 
database based on the charaoterisftcs read out from the user database, and 

the transmitter transmit* the message ID retrieved by the message searcher. 

23 . A host computer accordmg to Claim 2 1 , further comprising: 

means for selling a good oV service to the user through the communications network; 
means for determining the prices of the good or service depending on the value of the 
parameter; and \ 

a subtractor for decreasing the value of the parameter when the user orders the good or 

service. \ 

24. A host computer according to Claim 2k wherein the stop means determines that the 
user is actively recognizing the message when th&message is operated on. 
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tn rlaim 21 wherein the stop means determines that the 

user is actively recognizing the message w 
to the text\n the message. 

rfin* to Claim 21 wherein the stop means stops the value of the 

the terminal, 
the originally displayed m^sf\ 

- :-r.±r-:r— ----- 

u «f times throUeh the communications network, 
predetermined number of times tnrougn 

29 . A host computer according tobaim 28, wherein: 
the redetermined number of tidies is one; and 

whom the update information has no. been — ed. 

3„. A host computer connected to a Jn>. through a con—ions „e, W o*, 



# 
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e ID for identifying each of the messages, the 



stores aVnessage in association with a message 

me ssa g eLcludin g at least one of images, texts, sounds and combinations thereof; 



ransmitter for reading out a message from the message 



database and transmitting the 



message to we terminal; 

a usL database which is connected to the communications network and winch stores 

characte^ 

a receiV for receiving the user ID from the terminal through the communrcatxons 

"^acharacteiticsreaderforread^ 
database based on th\user ID received by the receiver; and 

a statistics JL, means for storing the characteristics read out by the characters 
re ader in association wl the message ID of the message transmitted to the terminal being used 
by the user whose characters were r*ad out by the characteristics reader. 



31. 



A host computer according t 
the m< 




when the user operates tfc; message 
statistics recording means stores th\ type of the access in 



30, wherein: 

transmitted to the terminal by the transmitter, the 
association with the message ID of the 



message. 



32 A host computer according toVlaim 30, wherein: 
whentheuseroperatestheme^ 

statistics recording means stores the type o\the access in association with the charactensUcs of 

the user, read out by the characteristics read 

t„A t n » tprminkl through a communications network 

33 A host computer connected to a terminal tnrougu a 



comprising: 

a message database which is connected to Ihe 

stores messages in association with a message 

including at least one of images, texts, sounds and combinations thereof; 



communications network and which 
ID for\dentifying each message, the messages 



t 
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, user ( 



database which is connected to the communications network and which stores 
characterises of users of the terminal, in association with a user ID for identifying the user; 

aLsmittal condition database which is connected to Ac communications network and 
whtch storeL message ID in association with the characteristics of the class of users to whom 
it would be appropriate to transmit the message; 

a recei V for receiving the user ID from the terminal through the commumcaUons 

network; v , , i_ j 

a characters ~>» ( °< M te ctaracKristicS ** 

on the user ID ; 

a message sea\her for retrieving the message ID from the transmittal condition 
database using the charades read out from the user database by the characteristics reader; 

a transmitter for reaW on, u« nfsWs corresponding ,0 the message ID retrieved by 
the message searcher, from djk^ and transmitting the messages to the termmal. 

34 A host computer accordnV to Claim 33, further comprising: 

a user ID storage for s.orinV the user ID of any user who operates a message transmitted 
to the terminal, in association with Amessage ID of the message, wherein: 

the transmittal condition datable stores the message ID of the message in association 
with the message ID of related messages Wl 

the message searcher searches forVe message ID stored in the transmittal condttton 

■a. th. m«sane lttof related messages, which is further stored in the 
database in association with the message ilmii reiueu 

user ID storage in association with the user loVf the user who requested the message. 

35 A recording medium storing a P rogram\be executed by a terminal connected to a 
communications network, the communications netlrk being farther connected to a message 
database which stores messages including a. leas. oneV images, texts, sounds and combinations 
thereof and a user database storing a parameter for each^e r, which represents the extent to 
which the user accessed messages, the program comprisir 

a message ID receiving means for causing the tergal to receive a message ID 
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identifying a specific message, from the communications network; 

\ means for causing the terminal to request the specific message from the message 
databas\ based on the message ID received by the message ID receiving means; 

Lessage receiving means for causing the terminal to receive the specific message read 

out from trie message database; 

a d\play means for causing the terminal to display the specific message received by the 

message receiving means; 

means\or causing the terminal to instruct the user database to increase the value of the 

parameter when tke specific message is displayed on the terminal; 

detectionVeans for causing the terminal to detect whether the user is actively 

recognizing the specVic message; and 

stop means fV causing the terminal to prevent the parameter from being increased when 
the detection means deLs that » ot activel y cognizing the specific message. 

36. A recording medium according to" Claim 35, wherein: 
the user database stdres characteristics of the users, 

the communications itwork is further connected to a transmittal condition database 
which stores the characteristics^ the classes of users to whom it would be appropriate to 
transmit the message, in associatiV with the message ID of the message; and 

the message ID receiving Lans causes the terminal to receive the message ID retrieved 
from the transmittal condition databL, based on the characteristics read out from the user 
database. \ 

37. A recording medium according tb Claim 35, wherein: 

the detection means causes the terminal to determine that the user is actively 
recognizing the message if the terminal has bVen operated on within a predetermined period of 
time. \ 

38. A recording medium according to ClaimY5, wherein: 

the detection means causes the terminal to\etermine that the user is actively 
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recogrLing the message if the message has been manipulated within a predetermined period of 



time. 



39. According medium according to Claim 35, wherein: 
mAdetection means causes the terminal to determine that the user is actively 

recognizing \e message if the user inputs an appropriate answer in response to text in the 
message. 

40. A recording medium according to Claim 3 5 , wherein: 
the stop mLs stops the value of the parameter from being increased by preventing the 

message from being displayed by the display means. 

41 . A recording medium according 4> Claim 35, wherein: 
the message database has a t^Llage which increases the value of the parameter 

when displayed on the displi, and a se|&Hiessage which does not increase the value of the 
parameter when displayed on the display; and 

the stop means preventW value of the parameter from being increased by preventing 
the first message from being displaced when the user is not actively recognizing the original 
message. 

42. A recording medium accordin&to Claim 35, wherein: 
the communications network is V her connected to a host computer through Internet; 

and 

the program further comprises: 

means for causing the terminal to establish a first data link to the host computer through 
the communications network and Internet; 

means for causing the terminal to establish a second data link to the transmittal 
condition database through the communications network; and 

means for causing the terminal to transmit d\ to the transmittal condition database 

through the second data link. 



43 . & recording medium according to Claim 35, wherein: 
t\e communications network is further connected to an update information storage for 

storing updVte information updated independently of the terminal, and 

the V°g ram further comprises: 

a receiving means for causing the terminal to receive the update information a 
predetermined \imber of times from the update information storage through the communications 
network. 

44. A recording Vedium according to Claim 43 , wherein: 
the predetermined number |Mmes is one; and 

the program causes the tenkull to receive the update information from the update 
information storage if the Wate information has not yet been transmitted from the update 
information transmitter to this user. 

45. A recording medium according to Claim 44, wherein: 

the update information tVismitter has a counter for counting the number of times the 
update information is transmitted t<Wch user, and 

the program causes the termVal to receive the update information from the update 
information storage if the update information has not already been transmitted a predetermined 
number of times at the time when comnuVication with the terminal is established. 



46. A recording medium according to Claim 45, wherein: 

the update information transmitter haL counter for measuring the time which has 
elapsed from the last transmission of the update information, and 

the program causes the terminal to receivV the update information from the update 
information storage if the time lapse is longer than predetermined period of time. 




